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his concubine, receive his lawful wife, reinstate the
bishops whom he has expelled, and give them satisfac-
tion for their losses; then will we raise the interdict,
receive his sureties, examine into the alleged relation-
ship, and pronounce our decree." The answer went to
the heart of Agnes of Meran; it drove the King to
fury. " 1 will turn Mohammedan! happy Saladin, he
has no Pope above him!" But without the support of
the princes and prelates of the realm even the haughty
Philip Augustus must bow. He summoned a parlia-
ment at Paris; it was attended by all the great vassals
of the crown. Agnes appeared in her beauty, as when
she had distributed the prizes of valour at Compiegne;
in her sadness (says a chronicler of the day),p like the
widow of Hector before the Greeks (she was far gone
with child). The barons sate mute, not a sword flashed
from its scabbard, "What is to be done ?" demanded
the King. "Obey the Pope, dismiss Agnes, receive
back Ingeburga." So appalled were the nobles of
Erance by the Papal interdict. The King turned bit-
terly to the Archbishop of Eheims, and demanded
whether the Pope had declared his dissolution of the
marriage a mockery. The prelate denied it not "What
a fool wert thou, then, to utter such a sentence !" The
King sent a new embassy to Kome. Agnes of Meran
addressed a touching epistle to the Pope. " She, a
stranger, the daughter of a Christian prince, had been
married, young and ignorant of the world, to the King,
in the face of God and of the Church; sho had borne
him two children. She cared not for the crown, it was

* Gul. Brito. I have consulted
Capefigue's Philippe Auguste, but
with the care with which it is necessary
to read that rapid but inexact writer.

This, however, was his first and beet
work. There are some important
letters on the subject in Langebek,
Itarum Danicurum Scriptorcs.